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i^ckley  Lake 

Ackley  Lake  has  been  a familiar  name 
to  Central  Mcntana  area  residents  for  many 
years.  Ackley' s clear  and  fertile  waters 
have  lured  local  as  well  as  ncn -resident 
anglers,  waterskiiers , campers,  picnickers 
and  sunbathers. 

Located  ten  miles  from  Hobson,  250 
acre  Ackley  is  a state-owned  reservoir 
built  in  1938  for  the  primary  purpose 
of  irrigation.  Like  many  of  Montana's 
vintage  reservoirs,  Ackley  has  beccnte 
increasingly  more  valuable  as  a source 
of  recreation  for  water-starved  Central 
Mcntana  area  residents  and  an  asset  to  the 
local  economies  of  Lewistown,  Stanford  and 
Hobson. 


Adcley  is  stocked  with  fish  annually 
by  the  Mcntana  State  D^artment  of  Fish, 
^Wildlife  and  Parks  and  provides  good  lake 
iishing.  In  1978,  75,000  rainbow  trout 
"^and  100,000  kckanee  satocn  were  planted. 


Kokanee,  ranging  in  the  2-3  pound 
class,  should  be  mature  and  ready  for 
the  snagger's  hook  by  the  fall  of  1981. 


Alt±iough  Ackley  has  had  a history 
of  recreational  use,  facility  develcp- 
ment  has  been  minimal.  Ir)cal  sports- 
men's clubs  built  boat  ramps,  shelters, 
and  toilets  in  the  early  1960's.  How- 
ever, these  facilities  are  very  old, 
inadequate  and  in  desperate  need  of 
repair.  The  ccncrete  toilet  vaults 
are  cracked  and  unsanitary . Resource 
damage  and  overcrcwding  pose  a threat. 

The  Judith  Basin  County  Conmissicn 
and  Planning  Board  recognized  the  need 
for  facility  renovation  and  have  helped 
to  organize  the  Ackley  Lake  Development 
Committee.  One  committee  msnber  com- 
mented recently,  "Ackley  Lake  is  one 
of  the  finest  recreational  places  close 
to  lewistcwn. " 
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Need  For  Funding 

Ackley  Lake  has  served  as  a water  oriented  recreaticn  area  for  many  years. 
During  1980,  traffic  counters  indicated  that  approximately  7,800  people  used  the 
area  fron  midHNlay  to  the  first  of  October.  During  the  summer,  thirty  vehicles 
or  more  can  normally  be  found  clustered  around  the  north  and  east  shores  of 
Ackley  lake. 

Meetings  with  the  local  recreaticn  users  of  Ackley  Lake  indicated  that  they 
would  like  irtproved  facilities  and  developments  cn  the  west  shore  directly  south 
of  the  inlet  canal  so  that  boats  would  be  out  of  the  wind  during  launching  and  re- 
trieval activities. 


The  master  plan  indicates  develcpments  cn  the  west,  south,  and  east  sides  of 
the  roads  on  the  dam.  Operations  and  maintenance  of  the  dam  would  continue  to  be 
by  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Caiservaticn  v;hile  the  recreaticn  manage- 
ment would  be  by  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks.  Existing  latrines  would 
be  replaced  by  new  latrines  viiich  have  cne  side  for  men,  one  side  for  wcmen.  A new 
boat  ranp  would  be  installed  on  the  west  shore.  Drinking  water  would  be  provided  at 
both  the  west  and  east  shores.  Picnic  tables,  fire  rings,  and  foot  trails  v/ould  be 
made  available  for  both  cvemight  canping  and  day-use  activities.  A new  fence  would 
be  installed  alcng  the  inlet  canal  to  protect  the  people  from  falling  into  the  water. 
Additional  signs  would  be  installed  throughout  the  site  so  that  the  users  would  better 
understand  the  area  regulations  and  be  oriented  to  the  area. 

Future  inprovements  may  include  the  acquisition  of  right-of-way  and  the  develop- 
ment of  a road  to  the  area  from  the  east  side  of  Ackley  Lake. 
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Ackley  Lake 
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Cost  Estimate 

WEST  SIDE 


A. 

Roadwork 

$ 23,864.00 

B. 

Facilities: 

1. 

8 shelters 

20,000.00 

2. 

Double  latrine 

8,000.00 

3. 

Boat  ranp 

9,000.00 

4. 

Vfell 

4,400.00 

5. 

Foot  bridge  - L.S. 

5,000.00 

6. 

Fence  around  dunp  structure 

234.00 

7. 

Inlet  canal  trash  rack 

600.00 

8. 

12  picnic  tables 

2,400.00 

9. 

12  fire  rings 

1,800.00 

10. 

Foot  trail 

18,400.00 

11. 

Fencing : 

a.  4 strand  barb 

5,840.00 

b.  Rancve  old  fence 

1,275.00 

c.  Two  walk  through  stiles 

100.00 

SOUTH 

SIDE 

C. 

Facilities: 

1. 

Double  latrine 

8,000.00 

2. 

2 shelters 

5,000.00 

3. 

Remove  2 existing  latrines 

2,000.00 

4. 

3 picnic  tables 

600.00 

5. 

3 fire  rings 

450.00 

EAST  SIDE 

D. 

Facilities : 

1. 

4 shelters 

10,000.00 

2. 

Double  latrine 

8,000.00 

3. 

Wbll 

4,400.00 

4. 

Remove  existing  latrines 

2,000.00 

5. 

12  picnic  tables 

2,400.00 

6. 

12  fire  rings 

1,800.00 

E. 

General  Work: 

1. 

Road  grading  across  dam 

800.00 

2. 

Signing 

2,500.00 

Sub  Total  $148,863.00 

Engineering,  Inspecticn,  & Ccntingencies  54,137.00 

Total  203,000.00 
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